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Our Mission:
To promote appreciation, understanding and 

stewardship of wetlands and coastal 

ecosystems through programs in research, 

conservation and education 



The Wetlands Institute

 501c3 with 16 member 
Board of Trustees

 14 Full-time, 3 part-
time, 40 seasonal staff

More than 17,000 
visitors and 12,500 
school children 
annually

More than 1,300 
members



The Wetlands Institute
 Founded in 1969 by H.H. Mills, 

Executive Director of 
World Wildlife Fund with 
Purchase of 5,000 Acres of 
Wetlands

 Made a Stand for Wetland 
Protection at a Time of Rapid 
Wetland Loss to Development, 
Filling and Dredging

 Recognized the Value of 
Wetlands for Fisheries, Coastal 
Resilience and Coastal 
Economies

Cape May County Herald 
12/4/1968



Remarkable History of Research and Conservation

Joe Jacobs at Cedar Island early 1970’s



Preserving Critical Lands Near Avalon

November 21,1968

Audubon Society 
Newsletter, 1969



Preserving these Marshes



Building a Conservation Ethic

July 1969 Tour Avalon Purchase, Avalon Dunes, 
Stone Harbor Bird Sanctuary



Building a Conservation Ethic

July 1969 Tour Avalon Purchase, Avalon 
Dunes, Stone Harbor Bird Sanctuary

Commissioner Roe, Herbert Mills,  General Charles Lindbergh, Heronry 
Director Harry Letsche, Middle TSHP Mayor Leroy May Jr., CM Freeholder 
Leon Schuck, Arthur Godfrey, John Mladgden AHLOA, SH Mayor William 
Lange Jr., Dr. Roger Tory Peterson



We are All Beneficiaries of the Vision

Mills, Wells and Lehigh Professor and First Director Speak at SHPOA Meeting 9/11/1971



Dedicating the Institute
September 1972





Seven Mile Island 
Living Laboratory
A Proving Ground Using Natural and 
Nature-Based Features to Provide 
Ecological Uplift and Enhanced 
Resilience for Ecosystems and 
Coastal Communities



Seven Mile 
Island 
Living Lab

 Test Bed for 
Project Testing 
Beneficial 
Reuse of 
Dredged 
Material 
Projects

 More than $9m 
Investment in 
Projects

 Providing 
Answers for 
Back Bay and 
Intracoastal 
Waterway 
Dredging

 Enhancing 
Resilience for 
Our Community

Avalon

Stone Harbor

Wetlands Institute

CDF

CDF

ENH

ENH

ME

PP

PP

Townsends Inlet

Hereford Inlet

Middle Township

PP

PP

 Confined Disposal 
Facility (CDF)

 Nesting Habitat 
(ENH)

 Marsh 
Enhancement (ME)

 Prior Placement 
Sites (PP)



A Part of This Community for 50 Years
Be a Part of Ours

 Wetlandsinstitute.org
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